
VIRGINIA:

BEFORE THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

VGOB DOCKET NO. 95482G4553

RECG dMENDATION BYTHE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL INSPECTOR
"Inspe «oP) THAT THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD (herein
IMPOllE A CIVIL CHAILGE AGAINST CONSOL Inc. (herein "Opdmtor")
PURSI lANT TOBOARD ORDER ENTERED IN VGOB DOCKET NO. 954529-
0226 (i erein "Civil Charge prose«heal Edema)

l. stssdaenass a at place This matter came ca before the Boanl hr gnal bearing at 9:00am.
on August 20, 1996, Dicbtsison ~~ Room, Seutltwest Virghda 4-H Center, Abihlplon,

Virgin, pursuant to 'ra Code 5 45.1-361.8.C.and the Civil Charge Proceihnl Rules, upon the
Inslxsncr's a~=.===~ that the Board hnpom a civg charge on the Operator Ibr ccnductjag gas

operations at the site oF Well CBM U-15J (herein "Walt) without an approved perndt ~ the
Depart«nant oflvgnes, bfmeftds and Energy s (harem Departmenf )Dlvaaon oFGas snd OS.

2. Annsaisacss Nark A. Swartz of Ksy, Casto, Chancy, Love and Wise, appeared for the

Operasor, ~B.R iggs, Asiistant Attorney General, was present to advise the BoanL

3. Jewl&a Pu suant to Va Code $ 45.1-361.1et saq., the Board gods that it bas jrisficnon
over tbe subject matte '.

4. Pmdbies ofPm t.

a By lette r dated July 19, 1996 (hcren "Notion) the nspector notigcd the Operator that
he intended to recons nend to tbc Board that it impose a civil charge in the amount of $2,'100.00
against tbe Giiawus pi fsusnt to the Civil Charge Procedural Rlllcs with~to the Operator's
condustmg ~ operi tkms at the Weg site wittuxn gist having grat obtained a pennk gdm the
Dsp s Division ofGas and Oil (herein "Inspector's Reconnnendation").

b. In supp ort of the Inspector's Recomnwndation, the nspector cited tbe Nohce of
Violations issued oa J dy 3, 1996by the nspector to tbe Opal+, Re: CMB U-15J, Appgcation
882341, Vidation of5 'a. Code $ 45.1-361.29.

c. The Ois rater lged with the Division ofGas and Oil an apphcatioa Sr a permit for tbe
Weg which ~ to be d dged into a longwall panel ofan undergroimd mine underlying tbe Wag site
(harem ~kr 4 ~purpoeea The IVfunkworkers bad been on vacadon and wctu due
to return to tbe mine o i the Monday oFthe wack in question. Ones miing of the losyw4panel
connnanced, it would qsickly approach the loca6on of tbe Weg. Tbe Operator wss anxieus to

bs pssndt so tl et it cwld dril the Weg, gst gas out of tbe anne, and thereby avtdd the
possgiilby of bavisg tr shut the mine down. Since time was of tbe ———to tbe ~~, the

-began ca%ag t ie Division oFGas and Oil in an attempt to discover when the permit grr the



Wcl woubl itsy Bts ed on these in&ruad telepluna convermtions with support sttdf in tbe ogice
cfthe ===—.===:,the Olnsator e +~ that the pamit would Rely issue oa W—-~
tbeQpesatm —~lworktocommeaceattbeWsgshK TbeworkattbeWegsheo ~
on Vaesday skaaiaL twwaver, the Inspects was on vacmhm and tbe penuit dhl nut gst ia}sad by
bim untg Pdday oftbts weak Thus, tbe Opew ~<~gas clnsations at the Weg site Sr three
to four days tvhhout Ie benegt ofhaving aa ayywwd permit.

d. Gas nn y be attracted gum a ndns dnuugh a bclu hole using two~pelndtdfg
pP ~~ Le.» (I) ds ) bole csn be pcrlnhted as a vertical v»»e~~l bole by tbe D»»t»»»»wamaai~s

Divisiaa ofbgassin wl ich evstn the gas vented mto the air, aadlor (2) the hole can be t
-~as

age weg through tbe Depsrnnent's Division ofGas and Oil which agows gas to be producid. In
the case of tbe Weg, the Operator chose to pursue only tbe second tdternatlvsr, howev}sr, tbe
perndtting process hul not been comphned by the time the Operator needed tbe hide for

purpose > in the mine

e. Pursue u to Section VIII of tbe Civil Charge Procedural Rules, the Board sad the
Opersscr msy agree tc tdgrm, reduce or inane a civil charge based upon tbe evhhmce subndtted
or discussed St the has ring.

5. c m~~ itr~. Using the tsbhn set tbrth in the Civil Charge procehual Rube, the
Bawd s~ to tbe i~tbe following points and civil charge in this matter.

Table I Scriousaess 4 points
Table 2, ¹ghgtstce 0 points
Table 3, Good Paith Credit 2 cohue

rond: 2 pomts
Table 4. Civil Charge Sr 2 points $200.00

The O}nant is ordered to submit to the Treasurer ofBuchanan County, Virginia withia 30
days ofteccips ofthis e der a cert'died check in the amount of$200.00, and to concunanly submit
to the Inspector a cop i of said certiged check as proof ofpayment ofthe civg charge.

DONE AND ECECVIED this'ay of&~K 1996,by a majorityMthe
Virgiaia Gas and Oil Bnud.

Chairman, Ibidny R. Wtsu}}br

DONE AND Pl %FORMED this~day of M~ 1996, by Otder ofthis

Bye Thomas Mdna
Prmcipal Executive to tbe StaF
Vhginh Gas aad Oil Board



STATE OF VIRGIN A
COUNTY OF WISE

)
)

Achttuwlsdgsit on this>>~ day oft~ ~ 1996, personally behave me a notary
pubhc in and kr the G smtaxtweahh ofVirginia, appeared Benny R. Wamphir, being duly sworn did

depose and any that he is Chairman ofthe Vuginia Gas and Oil Board, that he assented the same and
was at¹horiaad to do to.

Susan G. Garrett
Nouuy Public

My conmihuion expin u: 07/3 I/98

STATE OF VIRGINI A )
COUNTY OF WASH INGTON

Achttnwledgsd on thhvU day of M ~ 1996, personally be&re me a a¹ary
pubhc in and kr the Cc mrnoitweahh ofVirginia, appaand Byron Thomas Fuhnsr, biing duly sworn
did depose and say thin hs is rincipal Executive to the StaFof the Virgmia Gas ml Oil Boatd, that
he~tlm same md was authorized to do so.

c7
Diane J. Devis
Notary Public

My commission espht s: 07/31/97


